
August 18, 2013 
Turning Over Rocks 

Don’t forget boys & girls that Paul Hutchinson goes up for review of his license to 
work as a social worker, much less as Director of Tribal Social Services tomorrow 
morning (Monday) at 8:30 AM in the Bismarck Comfort Suites.  The BIG 
Conference room. The hearing will be marked and easy to find.  

It is open to the Public and that’s you, me, all of us.  I’d love to hear how he 
defends uprooting children from safe and caring homes to be placed in dangerous 
and sex offender homes.  I’d love to hear how he justifies placing Baby Laurynn 
and her twin sister, as well as other children, in the care and keep of a woman 
who was known to be abusive to children and who had her own children removed 
from her care.   

How many ‘mistakes’ of Paul Hutchinson have been buried? How many have just 
been abused, raped and neglected? This is a man who went to court to fight to 
return three siblings to the father that had raped and abused them.  Not sure how 
North Dakota licenses their Social Workers or what standards of care and 
protection they deem necessary, but this will be a good time to find out.  

Notsofast 

Back in March, while she was still in school getting her MSW (Masters in Social 
Work) Erica Yankton boasted that she was going to be the next Director of Tribal 
Social Services. She planned on taking over March 1st.  It was a ‘done deal’. This 
despite the fact that she did not have her license, and that she failed the Board 
3x.  When Turdclan takes over, everything is a ‘done’ deal.  

But, not so fast, girly.  Looks like the petitions in March dashed her plans. Well, 
put them on delay. She’s still in school and still confident that the job is hers for 
the taking, soon as Weenie Boy gets back in.  That’s the plan.  

So, how does someone get a Masters Degree and then fail the licensing exam 
three times?  Makes me wonder who took her tests and did her homework in 
college.  

I am told that there are some strings that have been pulled in the past and are still 
being pulled these days with some influential people at the college and that it’s 
not that hard to get a degree or two if you want one. More on that in future blogs.  

The Pew Report 

Looks like the gang that was so often in the Church, missed a sermon today. No 
Cap Cavenaugh, no Noreen, no none of that unholy cluster showed up for church 
today.  That was a first.  

I guess that being revealed as the reason the church is being investigated for 
violations of their 501(c)3 tax exempt status, was enough to drive those cowards 
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under their rocks.  Preacher said that the church was misused for their purposes 
without his knowledge.  

Maybe so, maybe no. Here’s the thing: Unless he has their signature on any 
agreement saying what they would and would not be allowed to use the church 
property for, he is, and the church is, responsible for the uses done.  

One cannot simply hand over the keys to their car and then declare they are not 
responsible for any violations, or accidents, or vandalism caused by those who 
use that car.   

My theory is that Padre did not want to know and by that willful ignorance, thinking 
that if they ever did get caught, he could shrug and say “I know nuthink” much the 
same as Colonel Clink from the old Hogan’s Heroes TV show.  

It would be different if the keys had been stolen or the windows or locks broken for 
the wrongful behavior to commence. But no, it was a handing of the keys.  That 
makes the Padre and the church responsible.  

Irresponsibility is not an excuse.  

Would have been nice if the child rapist and his friends had shown up in church to 
respond to any questions the parishioners might have had regarding their abuses 
of Church property.  

These are the cowards taking the petitions around to try and remove Mardell 
Lewis and Nancy Green-Robertson.  Not an ounce of integrity among all of them.  

But now, the Good People of St. Mike’s have to deal with the damage they have 
done to their church.  The Good People of Spirit Lake will have to deal with the 
damage they do if their petitions gather enough signatures.  

Think, People, think.  

New Finance Director 

Lori Brown steps in and the new Finance Director for the Tribe.  What I am 
hearing about her is that she is highly educated and has integrity.  The other thing 
I am hearing is that she is walking into a major mess left by the greedy, the 
incompetent and the totally unqualified.   

She’s going to need a lot of support and active assistance to begin to get the 
Tribe’s finances in order.   

If she has as much integrity as Mardell Lewis, I am confident she can do it. But it 
won’t be easy and it won’t be cheap.  
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Clean Up Crew 

A lot of rocks are being turned over. What is being found underneath is not pretty. 
In fact, it is downright ugly. But it needs to be seen, aired out and cleaned up.  
This is work only the community can do by working together.  

SLN has already shown a coming together and a sense of Community that I must 
say, has been lacking for decades. In fact, I can truthfully say that the level of 
unity and community can-do and will-do is surpassing what I have seen in just 
about any community.  SLN is coming up from a dark place where nothing but 
corruption and abuse were known and bringing to that a light so bright that it is 
getting attention far and wide.  

If SLN can pull together and clean up a mess this horrendous, I would think that 
other communities can look to them and see that it can be done and they can do it 
too, in their own communities and regions.  

There is still so much to be done. But for the first time in ages, I can clearly see 
that it can and will be done.  I have always maintained that SLN did not cause this 
mess, that it was put upon them by a corrupt system all the way up to DC and far 
and wide from there.  We can all support the efforts, and be there if they need our 
support and help, but it had to be, if Spirit Lake is to survive as a Tribe, they have 
to be the ones to do the hardest, scariest work as a community.  

We can help by giving our support and by holding the elected and appointed at 
State, County and Federal levels accountable for their actions.  We must do this 
much and do it diligently if we are to both support the courageous efforts of SLN 
and to prevent these corruptions from taking root in other communities.  

My guess is that we will find, when the corrupt are cut out of SLN, that there are 
pockets of corruption and influence connected to them that have taken root in our 
own communities and governments.   

We can take a lesson from how The Good People of Spirit Lake are turning over 
rocks and cleaning up the mess, for how we must do this in our own communities 
as well.  

You know where to find me. 

~Cat 


